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This guide to family-friendly lodging and family-friendly activities in the Smoky Mountain region is compiled by the staff of Rafting with my Kids as a service to our guests.  This is not meant to be a complete list of fun things to do and a great place to stay in our mountain regions, but this list does represent places that have been popular with our guests in the past. 

Family Friendly Lodging

Visitors Centers and Chambers of Commerce

Swain County Chamber of Commerce
www.greatsmokies.com

800.585.4497

Bryson City, Nantahala Gorge

Maggie Valley Chamber of Commerce
www.maggievalley.org

800.624.4431

Franklin Chamber of Commerce

www.franklin-chamber.com

866.372.5546
Cherokee Visitors Center


www.cherokee-nc.com


Cherokee Chamber of Commerce

www.cherokeesmokies.com


Stay & play in the Smokies


www.stayandplayinthesmokies.com


Highlands Chamber of Commerce
www.highlands-chamber.com
828.526.2112

Jackson County Chamber of Commerce
www.mountainlovers.com

800.926.1911
Gatlinburg Chamber of Commerce
www.gatlinburg.com


800.900.4148
Asheville Chamber of Commerce
www.ashevillechamber.org

888.247.9811
Explore Asheville
www.exploreasheville.com


Hotels/Motels

Jonathan Creek Inn & Villas (Maggie)
 www.jonathancreekinn.com 

800.577.7812 

Microtel Suites (Maggie Valley) 






800.752.6230

Highland Suites Hotel (Highlands) 

www.mountainhighinn.com 

800.445.7293 

Holiday Inn (Cherokee) 







800.465.4329

Hampton Inn (Franklin) 







828.369.0600

Best Western River Escape Inn (Dillsboro) 




828.586.6060
Vacation Home Rentals

Cashiers Resort Rentals 


www.cashiersresortrentals.com 
877.747.9234 

Reid Real Estate (Sapphire Valley) 

www.suereidrealty.com 

828.743.5955 

Heritage Rentals (Maggie Valley)

www.carolinavacations.com

800.968.5817 

Meadow View Realty (Franklin) 






800.622.8835
Others

Fryemont Inn (Bryson City), Country Inn 
www.fryemontinn.com

800.845.4879 

Fairfield Sapphire Valley Resort Condos 
www.sapphirevalleyresort.com 
800.533.8268 

Fontana Village Resorts Rustic Resort 
www.fontanavillage.com

800.849.2258 Mountain Joy Cottages (Maggie Valley) 
www.mountainjoycottages.com 
888.926.1257 

Twinbrook Resort (Maggie Valley) Cabins
www.twinbrookresort.com

800.305.8946 
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Campgrounds

KOA Cherokee 



www.cherokeekoa.com 

800.825.8352 

Yogi in the Smokies (Cherokee)

www.jellystone-cherokee.com 
800.558.2954 

Moonshine Creek Campground       www.moonshinecreekcampground.com
828.586.6666 

Family-friendly Activities

Family Rafting, As Young as Age 4 Join us for a guide-assisted whitewater rafting trip on the Tuckaseigee River. Its fun, adventurous and age appropriate and kid approved! www.raftingwithmykids.com 






888.994.7238
Hiking

There are literally hundreds of great hikes in our region. Many of these are suitable for kids. Hike to a majestic mountain peak, along a mountain stream, or through a peaceful forest. Bob Miller, Public Affairs officer with the Great Smoky Mountains National Park recommends the following when hiking with kids: have a destination, stop often to play and explore, don’t try to cover too much ground, and take along snacks and drinks. If you want to plan a hike in advance, then you might want to buy a trail guide for our region. If you want to wait until you get into the area, then you can ask around for a good trail. Great hikes can be found in any of the following public lands:

Great Smoky Mountain National Park

The Blue Ridge Parkway

Nantahala &/or Pisgah National Forest
And the following website has lots of hiking trails listed in our area: www.stayandplayinthesmokies.com 
The Cherokee Experience

The Cherokee Indians have lived in the area for hundreds of years. You can explore their history and culture at the following:

www.cherokee-nc.com


www.cherokeesmokies.com


Unto These Hills Oconaluftee Indian Village 




828.497.2111

Museum of the Cherokee Indian 






828.497.3481 

Qualla Arts & Crafts






 

828.497.3103
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Gem Mining

The mountains of Western North Carolina are home to a variety of gems including sapphires, rubies, and garnets. In the past few years, there have been some gems found that were valued at over $20,000.00. Don’t expect to strike it rich.

Do expect to get dirt under your nails (or wear gloves).

Some mines offer only “salted” dirt. They have put attractive rocks in to make sure you find something. This is good for kids. Other mines offer only “natural” dirt. What you see is what you get. This is good for adults.

I recommend a mine that offers both “salted” and “unsalted” dirt.

The Franklin (NC) area has the largest concentration of gem mines. And, they have a Gem and Mineral Museum.

Sheffield Mine, 


www.sheffieldmine.com


828.369.8383
Franklin Chamber of Commerce 
www.franklin-chamber.com 


800.336.7829 

Horseback Riding

Enjoy the mountains by horseback. Riding stables can be found near most mountain towns. Many have trips suitable for kids, including the following: 

Smokemont (Cherokee) 







828.497.2373

Cataloochee (Maggie Valley) (This place is awesome!)



828.926.1401

Fun and Amusement Parks

You can do most of these anywhere, but a day of familiar fun may be just what your kids

needs during your visit to the mountains. 

Santa’s Land- (Cherokee) Theme park, rides, and petting zoo with a Santa theme. www.santaslandnc.com

Fun Factory (Franklin) Indoor arcade, Mini-Golf, Laser Tag, Bowling 

www.thefactory.bz

Cherokee Fun Park (Cherokee) Go Carts, Bumper Boats, Mini-Golf, Arcade www.cherokeefunpark.com

Fun Depot (Asheville) Go-Karts , Arcade, Laser Tag, Batting Cages, Mini-Golf www.ashevillesfundepot.com

Great Smoky Mountain Railway (Bryson City) Old time train rides. 

www.gsmr.com

This is only a partial list. Check websites for each town for more information. 
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